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EXPOSURE TO SOCIAL MEDIA AND ALL THE PERFECT LIVES WERE NOT LIVING CAN LEAVE US
WITH FEELINGS OF INADEQUACY AND JEALOUSY. KITE MAGAZINES CAN BE JUST AS DAMAGING
TORMENTING READERS WITH SHOTS OF PLACES THEY'LL LIKELY NEVER GO. THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 4
IS PROBABLY THE MOST ASPIRED-TO-REACH DESTINATION FOR PRO WAVE RIDERS, AND ALSO THE Comingfr
LOCATION JOE BLOW KITEBOARDER IS LEAST LIKELY TO VISIT. IT'S A TOTAL HASSLE TO GET TO AND IN
ALL REALITY YOU NEED SOME CONNECTIONS, BUT IT HAS THOSE PERFECT WAVES, WHERE SEEMINGLY
NOBODY ELSE RIDES AND TRIPS TO THESE ISLANDS SEEM TO DELIVER UNFORGETTABLE ADVENTURE
IF WE'RE TO BELIEVE THE VIDEOS AND TALES. SO WHERE ELSE COULD WE FEATURE FOR ISSUE #100?
BUTIS IT REALLY AS GOOD AS WE'RE LED TO BELIEVE? EVAN NETSCH REVEALS BOTH SIDES
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“I'VESEEN PLENTY OF CLEAR WATEF IN
THE CARIBBEAN, HAWAII AND OTHER
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ITS ADIFFEPENT VERSION OF CLEAR

-

gy o,
?.t-

<~ o

Ree, Amnesia

b =

the Indies Trader
P "

In 2011 Cabrinha released a video called
Drifting’ which saw the team visit some tiny
island in the Marshalls. There was insanely
clear water, pristine reef, empty perfect waves
and it seemed like one of the most remote
places imaginable. | have never been a city
person, so managing to get hundreds or even
thousands of miles away from any civilization
makes me feel alive; experiencing the raw
elements of the world. untouched by humans
- just totally alone and exposed.

My first opportunity to visit the Pacific
Islands came onboard Discovery, also known
as the 'Cabrinha Quest’ a sail boat on a mission
to explore some of the most remote locations
and discover thelr kiteboarding and surfing
potential | was lucky enough to go on a 10
day trip to Tonga and the next year again to
Micronesia While we didn't get epic conditions
on either one of these trips, sitting out in the
middle of the Pacific Islands with only the
people on the boat was a peaceful yet exciting
feeling. We travelled for multiple days to get
there, were cut off without internet or cell
service, so all we could do was fully enjoy the
present and get a glimpse of the world from
long ago (okay. granted we were on an excellent
boat with high-tech toys, but still).

Sitting in an empty surf line-up or Kiting
alone off an island that’s only just long enough
to lay out your lines without another person or
boat for hundreds of miles gives an otherwise
impossible sense of freedom in today’s world.

1 never really knew where the Marshall
Islands were until the trip to Micronesia when
the island hopping flight made two stops
through the Marshalls on the way back from
Guam to Honolulu. Linking many Pacific
Island nations together, 1 finally got a clear
mental map. [ remember stopping in Majuro
(the Marshall Islands’ capital) and we all got off
the flight to take a break and grab some food.
We walked off the plane into a single-room
airport where a local vendor was selling tuna
sandwiches. They were about $4 and there
were enough for about half the people on the
flight. He could have sold each sandwich for
$20 anywhere in the US. Fresh as could be,
but when they ran out that was it: we boarded

de launch at Beran

the plane and continued on our way. Looking
at the islands from the air all I could see was
shallow reef surrounding the atolls and what
looked to be endless potential for amazing
surf and Kite locations. All of which were
impossible to get to without some serous
exploration and a boat equipped for the
challenge.

Ever since peering out the window of that
flight over the Marshalls | knew that before 1
died 1 had to find my way back there beyond
theairport

I spent a lot of time exploring the area on
Google Earth. [ learned a lot about the tragic
history of many of the Pacific Islands, where
physical and economic scars from war and
nuclear testing earlier in the 20th century are
still clearly evident today. [ walked right past
the closed Bikini Atoll town hall, an atoll that
1s still uninhabited after it was evacuated and
contaminated with nuclear radiation. Amongst
environmental tragedy are some of the most
alive waters I have seen in my life. Water so
clear that you can see a small reef fish on the
bottom. 50 feet down. though a sun glared
surface Reel so alive that if you dare scrape it
youd be fighting infection for weeks. And so
many sharks that youre not even phased tosee
them after the first day.

I had a glimpse of this in Micronesia in 2016.
Sunken merchant, war ships and gun turrets
littered one of the main islands, Pohnpei
Local supplies were stamped with 'US Ald as
continued attempts to pay repentance for the
damage donetotheislands Meanwhile.islands
in another atoll just a hundred miles away
may not have a single person living on them,
making you wonder when the last person set
foot on those beaches. Was it last month or last
year? On some islands, perhaps never.

When Reo Stevens called me just a couple
weeks before his own trip to the Marshall
Islands I was prepared to drop whatever was
necessary to make it happen. This was my
chance to finally get to what 1 belleved to be
the most remote and pristine kiting destination
on the planet I wouldnt fully understand
the extent to how untouched and amazing
so many of these islands really are until a few
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